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Successful Wholecloth Tips
Quick Reference Guide

Proportion

Breathing Room

Density Balance

Variety

Keep reasonably consistent sizing of each motif as it relates to other elements 
in the project. Placing smaller sized motifs next to larger ones will create the 
effect of the larger design appearing to “puff.” 

Outline and echo certain motifs and designs to define the space and feature the 
quilting element.

While it may be easy to get lost in the quilting, be mindful that each motif you 
stitch should be consistently spaced, unless it is a planned and calculated shift in 
design. 

Change up what quilted elements will be placed in the wholecloth. While making 
pebbles or feathers are a favorite, add some options in the design. 

Thread Color
Try using different thread colors to highlight some areas and draw attention away 
from other areas. 

Fabric Options
Use alternate fabrics such as satin, silk, velvet, or vinyl to bring an additional 
dimension to you wholecloth project. 
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What To Do With Lines?

Bounding Boxes

Stitch directly on the line and 
add your Free-Motion Fill inside

Use the marked line as guide to 
contain your Free-Motion Fill inside

Part of the Design

Echo Lines to Divide Space

Stitch directly on the line and 
feature it as the spine of an INSIDE 

motif

Stitch directly on the line and 
feature it as the spine of an 

OUTSIDE motif

Stitch at 1/8” or 1/4” intervals around the 
line to give definition to your quilted motifs.

Use the marked line as a 
guide for the path of the 

quilted motif



Roundabout Isolated Shapes Ideas
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Goals Worksheet

Notes:

Roundabout Practice Sketches
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Practice Page
Roundabout Mini Wholecloth
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